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 EXHIBIT “D” 
 
 
 
 PROPOSITION D 
 
 PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT 
 
 

(New provisions or language added to existing Charter sections are 
underlined; language deleted from the existing Charter section are shown in strikeout 
type.) 
 
 

Section 1.  That Section 201 of the Charter of the City of Long Beach be 
amended to read as follows: 
 
Sec. 201. Eligibility. 
 

No person shall be eligible to hold the office of City Council member or Mayor 
unless such person is a legally registered voter and resident of the Councilmanic District 
if and from which nominated for City Council, or of the City if nominated for Mayor, at 
least thirty (30) days immediately preceding the first last day upon which candidates are 
permitted to file nominating petition for such office with the City Clerk. 
 
 

Section 2.  That Section 202 of the Charter of the City of Long Beach be 
amended to read as follows: 
 
Sec. 202.  Mayor and Vice-Mayor. 
 

(a)  Duties of Mayor. The Mayor shall be the chief legislative officer of the City 
and as such shall have the power to veto actions of the City Council pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 213 of this Charter.  The performance of the 
duties of the office of Mayor shall be considered as the full-time employment of the 
person occupying that office.  The Mayor shall preside at meetings of the City Council. 
The Mayor shall have no vote, but may participate fully in the deliberations and 
proceedings of the City Council.  The Mayor shall be recognized as head of the City 
government for all ceremonial purposes and by the governor for purposes of military 
law, but shall have no administrative duties other than those provided for in Section 207. 
 The Mayor shall represent the City at large and utilize the office of Mayor to provide 
community leadership and as a focal point for the articulation of city-wide perspectives 
on municipal issues. 
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On or before the 15th day of January of each year, the Mayor shall communicate 
by message to the City Council a statement of the conditions and affairs of the City, and 
make recommendations on such matters as the Mayor may deem expedient and 
proper. 
 

(b)  Nomination and Election of Mayor. Candidates for the office of Mayor shall 
be nominated by the City at large at the primary nominating election.  In the event that 
no candidate for nomination to the office of Mayor receives a majority of the votes cast 
for all candidates for the office of Mayor at the primary nominating election, the two 
candidates receiving the highest number of votes for the office of Mayor at the primary 
nominating election shall be the candidates and the only candidates for such office 
whose names shall be printed upon the ballots to be used at the general municipal 
election. 
 

(c)  Term of Mayor.  In 1988, a Mayor shall first be nominated and elected by the 
City at large in the manner provided in Subsection 202(b) of this Charter for a term of 
two (2) years, and, commencing in 1990 and thereafter, for a term of four (4) years, 
from the date he or she shall take office after being duly elected Mayor, or until a 
successor shall be elected and take office.  The term of the Mayor shall commence on 
the third Tuesday of July following his or her election, and he or she shall serve until his 
or her successor qualifies. 
 

(d)  No Person can be Candidate for Office of Mayor and Councilmember Two 
Elected City Offices at the Same Time.  A person cannot be a candidate for both the 
office of Mayor and City Council at the same time at the same election for two or more 
of the elected City offices. 
 

(e)  Vacancy in Office of Mayor.  In the event of a vacancy occurring in the office 
of the Mayor, existing by reason of any cause, the Council shall immediately cause an 
election to be held to fill such vacancy, which election shall be called within sixty (60) 
days after such vacancy occurs and shall be held within one hundred and twenty (120) 
days after such vacancy occurs, provided that if such vacancy occurs within one 
hundred and twenty (120) days, but not less than eighty-eight (88) days, from the date 
of a municipal primary nominating election at which the office of Mayor would regularly 
be filled, the City Council shall not cause a special election to be held to fill the vacancy 
but said vacancy shall be filled as a part of the regular election process.  If elected by a 
specially called election pursuant to this Subsection 202(e), the Mayor so elected shall 
serve for the remainder of the unexpired term of the Mayor whose vacation of the office 
has caused the special election to be held. 
 

(f)  Vice-Mayor. The Council shall biennially, at the same time that 
Councilmembers regularly take office for new terms, select one of its members who 
shall be the Vice-Mayor.  The Vice-Mayor shall perform all duties and, except for the 
power to veto actions of the City Council, may exercise all powers of the Mayor as 
prescribed by this Charter or by ordinance when the Mayor is absent, unable to perform 
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his or her duties or has vacated the office by reason of any cause and until a successor 
has been elected and taken office. 
 
 

Section 3.  That Section 214 of the Charter of the City of Long Beach be 
amended to read as follows: 
 
Sec. 214. Term Limitations on Ballot Access by Candidates For City Council and 

Mayor.  
 

(a)  Notwithstanding any other previously enacted provision of law or of this 
Charter, the City Clerk, or other election official authorized by law, shall not accept or 
verify the signatures on any nomination paper for any person, nor shall he or she certify 
or place on the list of certified candidates, nor print or cause to be printed on any ballot, 
ballot pamphlet, sample ballot or ballot label, the name of any person who either: (1) Is 
elected to two full terms as a member of the City Council after November 3, 1992 and 
thereafter seeks to become a candidate for City Council, or (2) Is serving a full 
unexpired term as a member of the City Council on November 3, 1992 or other date 
upon which this act becomes law and is subsequently elected to a second full term as a 
member of the City Council and thereafter seeks to become a candidate for City 
Council, or (3) Is elected to two full terms as Mayor after November 3, 1992 and 
thereafter seeks to become a candidate for Mayor, or (4) Is serving a full unexpired term 
as Mayor on November 3, 1992 or other date upon which this act becomes law and is 
subsequently elected to a second full term as Mayor and thereafter seeks to become a 
candidate for Mayor.  
 

(b)  Write-In Candidacies. Nothing in this article shall be construed as prohibiting 
any qualified voter of this City from casting a ballot for any person by writing the name 
of that person on the ballot, or from having such ballot counted or tabulated, nor shall 
any provision of this article be construed as prohibiting any person from standing or 
campaigning for any elective office by means of a write-in campaign.  Notwithstanding 
Section 214(a) above, in the event that a write-in candidate is nominated at a primary 
election pursuant to Section 1904, that candidate’s name shall appear on the ballot for 
the general election pursuant to Section 1905. 
 

(c)  Construction. Nothing is this article shall be construed as preventing or 
prohibiting the name of any person from appearing on the ballot at any direct primary or 
general election unless that person is specifically prohibited from doing so by the 
provisions of Section 214(a) of this Article, and to that end Section 214(a) shall be 
strictly construed. This act shall be liberally construed to accomplish its purposes. 
 


